
Pedestrian Signals

How they work and 
what you need to 
know to cross the 

road safely

Stay Alert
&

Stay Alive!
1. Cross the street at an intersection.
2. Cross the street in a designated 

crosswalk.
3. Obey the “Walk / Don’t Walk” signals.
4. Never enter the crosswalk when the 

“Don’t Walk” signal is flashing.
5. When you cross a street remember you 

are in a danger zone.  The human body 
is no match for a car made of steel.

6. Always stay alert – looking and listening 
for approaching cars that might not stop.

7. Don’t assume merely because you have 
the right-of-way that you are safe.

8. Don’t be a distracted walker.  Wait until 
you get across the street to finish that 
phone conversation or text message.  If 
you are using headphones or ear-buds, 
keep at least one ear open when you 
cross the street.

9. Always cross perpendicular to the 
roadway and never cross diagonally.  

10. Minimize the amount of time you are in 
the roadway by crossing at a brisk pace.  
Crossing a street is no time for a 
leisurely stroll.

11. Never stand in the turn lane or on the 
double yellow line separating the road.

12. Always hold your children’s hands and 
keep them close.  A small child is even 
harder to see than an adult pedestrian is 
and they lack the experience to 
anticipate danger.
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Pedestrians do not always 
have the right of way!
This is a common misconception.  If you are 
at an intersection where pedestrian control 
signals are in-use, you must obey the signals. 
Pedestrian control signals are designed to 
provide maximum pedestrian safety and 
efficient vehicular flow, particularly at large 
or complex intersections.

Crossing Safely
Pedestrian signals improve safety by 
assigning right-of-way to pedestrians in 
much the same way as vehicular signals do 
for automobiles.  However, they do not 
eliminate the need for sound judgment.  
Remember:

 Never assume drivers see you – make 
eye contact with drivers before 
walking in front of vehicles.

 Always watch for turning vehicles 
and do not step in front of vehicles 
that are too close to stop safely.  The 
driver of a turning vehicle may not 
see you until the last moment due to 
the design of the vehicle they are 
driving.

 Wear reflective clothing when 
walking at night.

Pedestrian Signals – What 
they mean and what the 
law says:
Traffic engineers have been moving toward 
the use of symbols in place of word signs 
because they are easier for people to 
comprehend in a shorter amount of time.  
Easily recognized symbols also 
accommodate people of all languages.

How Pedestrian Signals 
Work:
The purpose of traffic signals is to assign 
right-of-way at intersections.  Pedestrian 
signals compliment automobile traffic signals
by providing additional information that may 
be needed to help insure a safe crossing on 
foot.

This brochure addresses the following 
frequently asked questions:

1. What do the symbols on pedestrian 
signals mean?

2. What are the legal implications of 
pedestrian signals when present?

3. Don’t pedestrians always have the 
right of way when crossing streets?

4. What can I do to improve my own 
safety while crossing a street?

                  

The walking person symbolizes 
WALK and means you may, 
exercising due caution, begin 
crossing the street.

The lone solid or flashing 
upraised hand (without an active 
countdown timer) symbolizes 
DON’T WALK or more 
appropriately: Do Not Begin 
Crossing.  If during your 
crossing the symbol changes 
from WALK to DON’T WALK, 
continue and complete your 
crossing while exercising due 
caution.

A COUNTDOWN TIMER 
together with the flashing 
upraised hand symbol is treated 
like the lone flashing upraised 
hand and is telling you how many 
seconds you have to FINISH 
crossing the street.  Do Not Begin 
Crossing if this symbol is 
activated.


